
VII.Uses of the sea.

a) Fishing. 

! Fishing is the practice of catching fish and other marine species for food or as a raw 
materials for industry. Different techniques are used for fishing including:
- Longline fishing. Fishing technique in which fish are caught using a long line held by 

floats, off which a series of shorter lines and hooks hang.
- Trawling. Fishing technique in which one of two boats (trawlers) drag a net along the 

bottom of the sea. 
- Lift-netting. Fishing technique in which one or two boats surround the fish with a net, 

which then closes around them.

! Types of fishing.

- Coastal fishing. It locates near the coast. It takes one or several days. It uses small 
boats. Main captures:, sardines, squid, anchovies, clams, prawns, etc.

- Off-shore fishing and deep-sea fishing. It locates at deeps sea. It takes several weeks or 
even months. It uses large boats called freezer factory boats. Main captures: cod, 
swordfish, tuna, hake.

b) Aquaculture.
! To avoid the depletion of fishing grounds, aquaculture has been developed: the 
reproduction of salt and freshwater plants and animals in fish farms. Gilt-head bream, sea 
bass, turbot and trout are some of the species bred in this way.

VIII.Agriculture nowadays.

! In the last decades there have been important changes in rural areas:

- Demographic changes: the rural population is getting old therefore there are not enough 
workers so in many areas foreign workers have been hired.

- Landscapes: fields with low productivity have been left, small plots joined to make large 
ones that are easier to cultivate, use of greenhouses, most of the crops are cash crops, 
etc.

- Development of new activities. In the last 20 years the E.U. have supported and 
encouraged new economic activities instead of agriculture and livestock breeding trying 
to diversify the monetary income of the rural population.

- Industry. Decades ago most of the industries placed in rural areas were related to 
agriculture. Recently some innovative industries have been set up un rural areas 
looking after lower taxes and better emplacements for their workers.

- Tourism. Tourism has become one of the new activities in rural areas attracting 
visitors with their landscapes, peace and natural environments.


