
WHAT WAS THE POPULATION OF THE WORLD IN THE PAST AND 
WHEN WILL WORLD POPULATION REACH 8 BILLION?

 At the dawn of agriculture, about 8000 B.C., the population of the world was 
approximately 5 million. Over the 8,000-year period up to 1 A.D. it grew to 200 
million (some estimate 300 million or even 600, suggesting how imprecise 
population estimates of early historical periods can be), with a growth rate of under 
0.05% per year.
A tremendous change occurred with the industrial revolution: whereas it had taken 
all of human history until around 1800 for world population to reach one billion, the 
second billion was achieved in only 130 years (1930), the third billion in less than 
30 years (1959), the fourth billion in 15 years (1974), and the fifth billion in only 13 
years (1987). During the 20th century alone, the population in the world has grown 
from 1.65 billion to 6 billion.

The chart below illustrates how world population has changed in history. The US 
Census Bureau has assambled a table with estimated population from 10000 BC to 

1950 according to 
different sources.

HOW FAST IS THE 
W O R L D 
P O P U L A T I O N 
GROWING RIGHT 
NOW?

Population in the 
world is currently 
growing at a rate of 
around 1.10% per 
year. The average 

population change is currently estimated at around 75 million per year.

Annual growth rate reached its peak in the late 1960s, when it was at 2% and 
above. The rate of increase has therefore almost halved since its peak of 2.19 
percent, which was reached in 1963, to the current 1.15%.

The annual growth rate is currently declining and is projected to continue to decline 
in the coming years, but the pace of the future change is uncertain. Currently, it is 
estimated that it will become less than 1% by 2020 and less than 0.5% by 2050.

This means that world population will continue to grow in the 21st century, but at a 
slower rate compared to the recent past. World population has doubled (100% 
increase) in 40 years from 1959 (3 billion) to 1999 (6 billion). It is now estimated 
that it will take a further 42 years to increase by another 50%, to become 9 billion 
by 2042.

http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/estandproj.html
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/estandproj.html
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/estandproj.html
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/estandproj.html


The latest United Nations projections indicate that world population will nearly 
stabilize at just above 10 billion persons after 2100.

     http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/

Questions.

1) Copy every word you don´t understand on your note book and add them to the 
unit´s vocabulary.

2) Why some estimations varies from 300 millions to 600 millions at the same 
period?

3) What has the growth rate been most of the human history?

4) What is the population of World today? Can you guess a figure?

5) When was growth rate peak? What is the current rate?

6) Will the World population grow in the 21st century? 

7) How many humans will be at the begining of the 22nd century?
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