
Unit 2 vocabulary.

National sovereignty. Soberanía Nacional. Political concept which asserts that the the 
power in a State lays on its people or, at least, in their  parliamentarian representatives

National Assembly. Asamblea nacional. It was the transitional legislative body set up from 
the end of the Estates-General and the Constituent Assembly. It started after the Tennis 
Court Oath. Its main work was the Declaration of the Rights of the Man and the Citizen 
that abolished the Ancien Regime.! !

Sans-Culottes. They were the radical left-wing fighters of the lower classes of Paris, mainly 
urban laborers or proletariat. They supported the ideal of popular democracy and 
economic equality. At the end of the convention they lost all their power.

Jacobins. Jacobinos. Radical left-wing political club. They ruled over the Convention 
establishing a reign of Terror. They supported popular democracy and an centralize State. 
Their main leader was Maximilien Robespierre.

Girondins. Girondinos. Moderate political group that supported the end of monarchy but do 
not a popular democracy. They were on favor of a Federal State. They suffered under the 
Reign of Terror.

Restoration. Restauración. Political movement which tried to put to an end the Revolution 
and Napoleonic Empire by restoring the Bourbon to the throne of France. Restoration was 
against political liberalism.

Holy Alliance. Santa Alianza. Military and diplomatic alliance set up by Austrian Empire, 
Russian Empire and Prussia to stop revolutionary outbreaks after the 1815 Restoration. 
They were against liberalism and nationalism.

Liberalism. Liberalismo Political ideal that support national sovereignty and parliaments 
instead of absolute monarchy. It is the political ideal of the bourgeoisie.!

Nationalism. Nacionalismo. Political ideal that support the right to every nation of being 
independent. For nationalist the nation is made of people who share the same culture, 
language and ethnic characteristic.

Zollverein. It was a customs unions created in 1833 by some german States led by 
Prussia. It was one of the first steps of the German Unification.

Civil Code. Código civil. A collection of laws that deal with private law, business, and family  
law (marriage, for instance). One of the first modern european Civil Codes was inspired by 
Napoleon in 1804.

Constitution. Constitution. A legal code that set the principles of the State: national 
sovereignty, separation of power, bill of rights, and administrative structure of the State 
among other features.

Concordat. Concordato. An agreement between the Catholic Church (The Holy See) and a 
sovereign state that deals with recognition and privileges of the Catholic Church of that 
particular country. Napoleon and pope Pious VII signed one of the first Concordats. 




